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Knowledge of the Nature and Provi- 


dence of G O D, an Inducement to 
Believe and Truſt in Him. 
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ps ALM ix. 10. 


haſt not forſaken them that ſeek Thee, 


I is not neceſſary, at preſent, 
to enquire into the exact Time, 
or Occaſion of David's penning 
this Pſalm ; it is ſufftient to 
obſerve, that the deſign of it 
is, to praiſe God for a Deliverance already 


s ä FO „66 . 
» %. - 


granted, and to pray unto him for Protection 
for the future againſt the Deſigns of the 


Wicked, and to expreſs his Hope and Truſt 
in God, with the acknowledgement of his 
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A they that know thy Name will put 
"2jeir Truſt in Thee: For thou, Lord, 


Power, and Juſtice, and Goodneſs, which are 
infinite, and endure for ever. He expreſſes 
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account of his immutable Nature. The Lor 
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{| hath formerly done, they will find that he 1.4% * 


um many Places of Scripture, for God LB 


7 ice Th 750 1 " Lend 


Right and his Cauſe, and deſtroying oo 


Wicked: z and allo what he hoped for upua; 1 


fall endure for ever, he hath prepared his 
2. ? fat 5 judge the 'Y 
World in Righteouſneſs ; he Pall niniſter 
Fudgnent to * People 1n Unril tenſe oe * 
Lord alſo will be a Refuge Jer the Oppreſſed, a 2 
Rufuge in times of Trouble. And then follows _ 
this general Obſervation, from the Conſide- 
ration of what God does in the -World by his 
Power and Providence; And they that non? x 
thy Name will put their Truſt in thee : For ® 
1D Lord, haſt not forſaken them that nd 
thee. The meaning of which Words is, tht 
they that are acquainted with the Nature." - 
Attributes of God, and the Works oz wie 
vidence, will believe, and hope, ang de pe in 
him; becauſe, that by conſidering wh God 


never, in their Diſtreſs, forſaken ſuch as have 
been ſtedfaſt to him ; but ſuch as have had re- 
cCourſe to him for help, have been ſeaſonably re- 
| Jieved. This is the general meaning of the Words. 


As to the particular Expreſſions, it may be 
obſerved, That the Name of God, is here put 


elf and his Attributes. And though to know , 
Hod be ſometimes put for the Whole of Kcli- 
Sion, the true anedge of him neceſſarily | 
inferring our whole Duty towards him; Jet 
here it more : particularyy denotes Our Acqu da in- 
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and Works: And to know his Name, is to con- 
fider what ſort of Being he is, and what things | | 


he hath done : And to e in him, may ſignify 
both the believing what he reveals concerning 
his own Nature, Will, and Deſigns, and re- 
lying upon him for the performance of what 
he promiſes, and the hoping in him for Re- 
lief and Aſſiſtance. Seeking the Lord, which 

is alſo another Expreſſion here made uſe of, 
ſignifies not barely an Endeavour to know 
him; but ſuch a diligent Application to him, 
as makes us ſenſible of our dependance on 
him, and conſequently an entire reliance up- 


ly forſakes; but though their Troubles are 


many, yet at length he delivers them out of 
all. So that the Words contain an Aſſertion, 
That they that know the Nature of God, will 


lation of the LXX expreſſes it, 


Cay. 


their Truſt in thee : It is the Du- 

ty of them that know God, to put their truſt 
in him, which in the Conſequence of the 
thing, comes to much the ſame ; and there is 


cient ground of Confidence, Becauſe the Lord 
hath always been faithful to ſuch as relied up 
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on him, with Submiſhon and Obedience to 

his Will in all things, and in our need or 
diſtreſs making our Addreſſes to him for help: | 
And fuch as do thus ſeek him, he never utter- | 


believe hun, and truſt in him; or as the Tranſ- | | 


Let them that know thy Name = EATITdT@= | 


this Reaſon given for it, which may be a ſufti- | 


Jon him. I ſhall ſpeak both to the Aſſertion here 
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l. As to the Reaſon, We mall find that God 


| dence, the ſtronger Inducement we ſhall have 


that Infidelity, or a diſtruſt of what God re- 
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Knowledge of the Nature © * 


laid down, and to the Reaſon given for _s ; 
though chiefly to the firſt, NR 


I. As to the Aſſertion, I ſhall endeavour to ” 
ſhew, That the more we are acquainted -. 
with the Nature of God and his Attri- 
butes, the more we conſider and ſtud ß 
his Providence, we ſhall be the more \ 

| ſtrongly induced to believe and truſt in 


him. b 


i 


hath been always faithful to his Promiſes, * 

and hath never forſaken ſuch as have 

truſted in him. 3 

After which, if the Time permit, I may 
add ſome Inferences from this Doctrine. 


1. As to the Aﬀertion, They that know thy 
Name will put their truſt in thee : Or it we 
take it as an Advice or Injunction according to 
the LXX Tranſlation, Let thoſe that know 
thy Name truſt or hope in thee, (which will 
amount to the ſame thing in the Iflue :) It 
implies, that the more we are acquainted with 
the Nature and Attributes of God, the more 
we conſider and ſtudy his Power and Provi- 


to believe and truſt in him; and conſequently, 


veals orpromiſes, proceeds from not attending 
LOQLQOCIE DILL 11Tar E 1 s Power and Pro- 


mma Frovigence of UD. 


by any one that will but impartially conſider | 
them. For as our Hopes and Expectations of | || 
what eyen a great Man will do for the future, 
are much raiſed and confirmed by what 
we have ſeen him already do: So by reflect- 
ing upon the Works of God, what he has 
done, and what he daily does, we cannot 
but conceive ſuch Notions of his infinite 
x Power, as will plainly convince us that what | 
he has promiſed, he is able alſo to perform, tho? | 
we carmot at preſent perhaps apprehend the 
1. Way in which he will bring it to paſs. Igno- 
rance of what is at preſent, is one of the great 
e IF Cauſes of Incredulity, both of what is paſt and 
to come: Tis to this that our Saviour im- 
„ putes the Infidelity of the Sadduces, as to the 
7 Point of the Reſurrection. Te do err, not know- 
ng the Scriptures, nor the Power 
of God. And *tis upon the ſame | 
-> | Account that St. Paul tells the Corinthians, a- 
to mong whom there were ſome that queſtioned 
ww the Truth of the ſame thing, that 
ill there be ſome that have not the 1 Cox. 15. 
It W #nowledge of God. He that knows 
th God, knows that he has Power ſufficient to | 
do every thing that he requires us to 
believe that he will do. He that by 
itudying the Word, and contemplating the 
Works of God, viewing this great and glo- 
rious Fabrick of the World, and obſerving, 
he manifold Characters of Power, and Wi- 
Jom, and Love to his Creatures, which are 
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ſeſt his Mind with juſt and honourable 
Thoughts of the Dei, and is {enſible 
12 great and glorious à Being he is; may 
be ſtruck indeed with Wonder and Admira 
tion, at the Greatneſs and Excellency of what 
he ſees; and the more he ſtudies it, the more 
be will admire ; but then he will be the more 
I} | ſtrongly induced to truſt in him, to believe 
vbhhat he ſays, and hope for what he promiſes, 
and to fear what he threatens, becauſe he 
| | plainly fees that there is Woche too hard for 
the Almighty : But whatever is conſiſtent 
with Goodneſs and Juſtice, we have the ut- 
moſt reaſon to believe upon his Word, how 
great or wonderful ſoever it may at firſt ap- 
pear to be. And to make this Matter the 
pPlwuainer, becauſe it will tend ſo much to the 
Confirmation of our Faith in God, let it be 
V8 conſider d, 
. That there are none of thoſe things 
which Religion requires us to believe, that 
are above the reach of that Power, which diſ- 
covers it ſelf in the Making and Governing of 
| the World. | 

2. Nothing that we expect from God, is 
| inconſiſtent with that Wiſdom, juſtice, aud 
, Goodneſs which God Almighty has difcover*. 
ed in his Government of rational Creatures. 
I. That there are none of thoſe Things: 
which Religion requires us to believe, that are \ 
above the reach of that Power which plainly 
diſcovers. it (VF in the Making and Governing 
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and Providence of COD. 9 


disbelieve any thing upon account of the 
Greatneſs or Strangeneſs of it, provided we be 
well aſſured that God has reveal'd it. Indeed, 


they that think the World was made by || 


Chance, or that there is no Providence pre- 
ſiding over it; as they have no Notion of the 


Power of God, ſo they do not pretend to ex- 

Him, or to believe the 
Truth of any Revelation, becauſe they do not 
ſuppoſe Him concerned to make any. This 
was the Caſe of Epicurus and his Followers, 


pet any thing from 


who tlio they pretended to believe the being 
of Gods, yet denying a Providence, and any 
Concern that the Deity had for the Making 


and Governing the World, or Inſpecting Hu- 

man Affairs, are juſtly charged with Atheiſm. || 
And ſuch Men cannot be {aid to know the 
Name of God, that is, they have no manner 


of acquaintance with his Nature or Attri- 
butes z but when they ſpeak of a God, or 
Gods, have quite another Meaning than what 
we have, and fo are as really Atheiſts, as if 


they {aid there was no God: And therefore 


Epicurus is juſtly charged, in Tully, with 
holding the Name, but denying the Thing. 
But then it is to be conſider'd, that thoſe 


who pretend to reaſon upon this Foundation 
ot no Providence, muſt. necet{arily believe 


Things far more incredible than any of thoſe 
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nich Religion teaches ; for they mult of Nez. 
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ceſſity believe one of theſe two things, either, 
| | firft, that the World was from all Eternity 


tions of Mankind, but alſo againſt their com- 
mon Reaſon and Obſervation ; which evident- 
ly declares, from the continual progreſs both 

| | of Arts and Sciences, and all other things, that 
Things were not always in the ſame State, but 
muſt once have begun to be: Or, ſecondly, 
| | That all Things were made as they. are by 


thus long continued in that beautiful Order in 
# which we now fee them; but then it will be 
a great chance indeed, if they ſhould continue 
thus any longer. This Opinion, beſides the 
Abſurdity of it, has likewiſe this great Miſ- 
chief attending it, that they who believe it, 
tho they pretend thereby to deliver them- 


on their own Principles, have no Security a- 
gainſt any Miſchief, no Comfort in their Be- 
ing; becauſe there is as much Chance for 


firſt for their Being. This glorious Fabrick 


Moment by Chance, and they may be ſome of 
the Fragments left to behold, for a time, the 
Miſeries of it. And fince Chance is all they 


A — 


— ſuch as it is, without any Cauſe of its Being: 
Which is againſt not only the common Tradi- 


Chance, and that by meer Chance they have 


ſelves from all Fears of Futurity, yet can, up- 


their being made miſerable, as there was at. 


of the World may be daſht in pieces the next 
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and Providence of G OD. 1 1 


| 
But my Deſign is not at preſent to argue a- 
gainſt ſuch, as profeſs to disbelieve a God, | 
and a Providence, which 1 hope there are but | 
few that will own they do; But to fuch as 
own that the World was made by a wiſe and | 
powerful Being, I would apply my felf, and 
defire them to conſider ſeriouſly of that Power ' 
and Wiſdom which is neceſſary to the Making 
and Governing of it, and ſee whether Reli- | 
gion teaches any thing too hard for them to 
perform. Suppoſe we had been created be- | 
fore the Foundation of the World, with the 
{ame Reaſoning Faculty which we now have, 
and had been carried through this vaſt Ex- 
panſe where the World is, and been told by | 
an Angel, that God would create ſuch a pro- 
digious Fabrick as this is, and that all the 
Parts of it ſhould be Contrived in the Man- 
ner that we now fee they are, and that they | 
ſhould Move with that immenſe Swiftneſs, for 
o many Thouſand Years, without the leaſt 
Diſorder, and that he would fill the ſeveral | 
Parts with Creatures of different Ranks, to- 
gether with abundance of other . Particulars | 
as wonderful as this: Should we not have 
thought this very ſtrange and ſurprizing News? 
This we could hardly have imagin'd, nor con- 
ceived how it could have been done ; and if 
we had been as much diſpos d to Incredulity 


as ſome Men now are, ſhould preſently have 


pronounc'd it impoſſible. But now we fee all 


this done and.we..cannat..hat.cancl. ad ben... 


2 
| | 12 Knowledge of the Nature 
more, which our Eye cannot reach, things 
more ſtrange and ſurprizing, that we know 
nothing of; and do we then think it ſo hard 
to believe thoſe ſew things that God has told 
us he will yet do, or that he has done before 
our time? That there is a World, we ſee; and 
the moſt rational Account that we can give 
our ſelves of it, is, that 1t was made by a Wiſe, 
and Powerful, and Beneficent Being, who 
made it in a way far above our Comprehen- 
ſion: And yet we are loth to believe, that 
He who made the Whole, did once drown the 
the Earth, which is but a little Part of it, N 


only becauſe we know not the way how it was 
done. We can hardly believe, that all the- 
\ Race of Mankind, except Eight Perſons, w 
deſtroy'd at once; and yet we plainly ſee 
that not even One of thoſe Perſons is no 
alive upon the Earth, of all thoſe many 
Millions who were alive perhaps 150 Years , 
ago, or leſs, and that not One now alive will? 
be remaining ſo many Years hence, Experience 
has made this familiar to us, and we think it 
| no great matter; whereas the other happening 
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but once, we are unwilling to believe it; and 

yet the Power that performs one, could eaſily d 
| perform the other. And then as for Things fu- 
ture, Is cither the Immortality of the Soul, or 5 
the Reſurrection of the Body, more difficult than ? 
the Making of Soul and Body at firſt? Or will it 
be harder to continue us in Being a Thouſand \ 
—V axe hence... than. .t.is.now 2 Is it not altoge- 
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> Scripture, and other Appeals to God Almigh- | 
ty, make mention of God's Creating Power, his 


thou art Lord alone; thou haſt Nchem. ix. 6. 


and Providence of GOD. 13 ö | 
with Reaſon and Free-Will, as it is to provide | | 
Rewards and Puniſhments for the good or ill | 

uſe of that Reaſon and Free-Will : And thus 

in all other Inſtances, when we conſider God | 
Almighty as the Maker and Governor of the | | 
World, and of all Things in it, there is no- 

thing too great or glorious to be expected from 
Him; there is nothing conſiſtent with Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice, but what he is able to per- | 


form. And therefore it may be obſerv'd, that 
many of the Prayers of good Men, in Holy 
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Making and Governing all Things, as a ground | 


for their. firm Truſt and Confidence in him. 
Thus Hezekzah; O Lord God of 


> Cherubims, thou art the God, even 
Hor alone, of all the Kingdoms 7 the Earth, 


| 
| 
Iſrael, which dwelleſt between the ang ais. | 
| | 
ö 
1 


thou haſt | made Heaven and Earth. Thus the | 
Levites, in Nehemah, Thou, even [| 


— — — 


made Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens, with all their Hoſt, the Earth, and | 

all things therein, the Seas, and all that is | 
Herein, and thou preſerveft them all, &c. Thus | 
che Apoſtles lift up their Voices, when they | 
prayed for Signs and Wonders, and "OR 
Lord, thou art God, who haſt made 

leaven aud Earth, and the Sea, Acts iu. 24 
and all things that are therein. 

Soar eee 


1 14 Knowledge of the Nature | 
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r zhine; and as for the World, and the Fulneſs thereof, 


1 thou haſt founded them: Thou haſt a mighty Arm; 
1 from is thy Hand, and high is thy Righe Hand. And 
1 again, Eſal. 102. 25. Of old thou haſt laid the Founda- 
i 7202 of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of 
by Hands. And the 104th Pſalm is a full Medita- 
tion upon the wonderful Power and Providence of 
God, in the Making and Preſerving of the World, 
| | as an Inducement to Praiie and Truſt in Him. | 
And thus God himſelf, ſpeaking by the Prophet 
| bY in Lhaiah, frequently mentions his Creating Power, as a a 
„ - motiveto truſt in him. Thus faith: the Lord God, 
Uh |! He hat created the Heavens and ſtretched them out, 
. char ſpread forth the Earth and that which cometh 
e, he that giveth breath unto the People upon it, 
and ſpirit to them that walk with them, &c. | | 
And indeed, what can give us greater Secu- (i 
© rity than ſuch an Almighty Power? And what can 
woes deſite to confirm our Faith in the Power of God, 
more than ſuck Inſtances as we daily have of it be- 
. [14 fore our Eyes, if we would but attend unto thein? < 
A Lord God, behold thou haſt made the Heaven and 
1 the Earth by thy great Power, and by thy ſtretched ill | 
| out Arm, and there is nothing too bard for thee, { 
+ Jerem. 32.17. Well, but when Men cannot deny 
the Power of God, to do what we are taught by 
Religion to believe that he will do: Then they ſay, 
| | That ſuppoſing the Things poſſible for God to do, 
pet that it is improbable he will do them; they que- 
ſtion not his Power, but his Will. Now in anſwer 
to this, it will be ſufficient to ſhew that God has 
promiſed that he will; but then this is what ſuch 
Men are unwilling to grant, and therefore I ſhall 
not now undertake to prove the Truth of Divine Re- 
_ vation, which would require a greater Compaſs 
- _tb10. the nteſent Time will allow ?But to make it 


and Providence of GOD. 15 |\ 
7' 2, That Nothing which we expect from God, | 
or which we believe upon his revelation of it, is 
inconſiſtent with that Wiſdom, juſtice and Good- 
neſs, which God Almighty has dilcovered to us in 
his Government of Rational Creatures: And then if 
we ſuppole it 2 N that God has made any Re- 
velation at all, this certainly has a fair Plea of 
being that Revelation. The proper Proof indeed of 
the Truth and Certainty of a Revelation, mult be 
be fetcht from other Arguments : Becauſe to prove 
that a thing will certainly be, it is not ſufficient to | 
ſhew the Poſſbility or even Probability of its Being. 
But then, that which gives thoſe Arguments the 
more Force, is, that they fall in very naturally 


ſervation, would ſtand in need of very ſtrong Evi- + | 


could be ſome way or other reconciled with ſuch 


{ſervation teaches us. | 
So that, for Inſtance, if there were two diffe- 
rent Perſons, both pretending a divine Revelation, 
one aſſerting, and the other denying ſomething Fu- 
ture; beſides, the trying of their Credentials as | 
well as we could, we ſhould certainly conſider which 
of the two agrees beſt with the paſt Diſcoveries of | 
Providence, or the Obſervations which our Reaſon | 
and Experience afford us. And therefore when we 
ſhew that thoſe things which are Matters of Faith, 
0:\covered to us by Kevelation, are highly agreeable 
to thoſe Diſcoveries which our Experience and Ob. 
*crvation makes in God's Government of the World; 
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with ſuch Notions of things, as the plain Obſerva- 
tion of the courſe of Providence does neceſſarilßx 
lead us into; inſomuch that a Revelation pretend- |; | 
ing to declare ſomething contrary to ſuch plain Ob? 


dence to make it credible ; nay, hardly any Evi- 
dence could be ſufficient to make it credible, till it 


paſt and preſent Methods of Providence as our Ob- | 


18 Knowles ge Of. he "Nature 
guſt and Good, and we ſee Inſtances of it in all 
| Parts of the Creation; we ſee alſo, that he has 
made Man capable of a Moral Law, and conſequent- 
ly of being rewarded and puniſhed for his Actions. 
We find that there is implanted in all Men a natu- 
ral Deſire of Life, and a ſtrong Hope of continuing 
in Being, and we cannot eaſily bear the Thought of 
being put out of Being; and why ſhould we then 
think it ſtrange for him to promiſe that we ſhall 
continue in Being after this ſhort Stage of Life? 
We ſee all other Creatures wilely fitted to their re- 
TpeQtive Ends, and regularly moving towards them, 
and ſeldom failing of the purpoſe tor which they 
| Teem to be deſigned ; and ſhall Man alone be diſap- 
3 of what he ſeems principally deſigned for ? 
Is it not more likely, that our Souls which are 
now in Being, ſhould continue to be, than that they 
|. ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, ſince no part of the 
vilible Creation is quite deſtroyed, how much ſo- 
cver it may be changed at certain Periods? Or is it A, 
not very reaſonable to expect a future State of Re- 
' wards and Puniſhments, ſince God has given us ſuch 
| Inſtances of his rewarding and puniſhing even in 
this Life > Are not all the Miſeries of Mankind 
| owing to their Wickedneſs? much the greatelt 
| part of them being ſuch as are direQly cauſed by 
one wicked Man towards another; and from which 
we ſhould be perfectly free, if all Men were inno- 
| cent. And is it not very reaſonable to believe, that 
even the others, which we are apt to call natural 
| | Calamities, were juſtly laid upon Mankind tor their 
Tranſgreſſions, as God Almighty has told us? And if 
| | fo, why ſhonld we think it ſtrange that God ſhould 
| | _w_ wicked Men hereafter, when they are finally 
| Tevered from the Righteous? And then, as to the 
future Happineſs of good Men, great Things in- 
a : Delle mes ien. 
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is not even tnis preſent World, whoſe beautiful 
Frame we admire, ſo full or dlie immenſe Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom of God, and Love to his Creatures, 
that we can conceive nothing too great or good for 
God to beftow upon thoſe who are made worthy 
of his Love, when they are purified and made fit 
for it? even the Fall of Man, and the great Myſtery 
ol his Redemption, though the manner of them is 
beyond the Capacity of Man to gueſs at, much more 
to find out; yet are highly agrecable to that ſtrange 
Irregularity which we ſee in Man's Nature above all 
« Other Creatures, and to that exceeding Love of 
+ God which is above all human Comprehenſion ; 
* which, when we ſeriouſly meditate upon, we can 
neither think. any Happineſs too great for that to 
_ beſtow, nor any Miſery too great to be inflicted on 
-/ thoſe that abuſe it. In ſhort, if we did but ac- 
cuſtom our ſelves to think ſeriouſly upon the Being 


| 


» of God, and his Attributes, to contider the greatneſs |] 
of his Works, and the Wonders that he has done 
for the Children of Men, and compare them with : | 
+ his Word and Promiſes, Faith would not be ſo 
difficult a Vertue; if we did but know God, we 
: Jhould not icruple to traſ him. 
Men may, if they pleaſe, value themſelves for 
their Infidelity, as if they were Wiſer than other 
People, and may think themſelves Witty in jeſting 
upon the Credulity of ſuch as do in earueſt believe 
theſe great Truths of Religion; but when they come 
to confider lerioully, they will find that Ignorance! 
is the great Parent of Unbcliet; and. Infidels, or Pre- 
tenders to Infidelity, are generally the ſhallow and 
unthinking part of Mankind, Ignotant and Self- 
conteited, ſuch as never confidered either th 
Power or Wildom of God manifeſted in his Works, 
nor ever gave themſelves time to ſtudy his Word; 
Such Men are in Holy Scripture defcribed to be ſuch 
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ration of his Hands, Pſal. 28. 5. They have 
their 525 3 darkned: And the God of this 
World hath blinded the Eyes of them that Believe 
not. that the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
| who is the Image of God, ſhould not ſhine unto them, 
2 Cor. 4.4. So far are they from being really wiſer 
than other Men. 

| When St. Peter deſcribes the Scoffers at Reli- 
gion, who ſhould come in the laſt Days, ridiculing 
the Promiſe of Chriſt's coming to Judgment, he 
gives them this Character, that they 
2 Pet. iii. 5, = r/lingly Ignorant of God's creat- 
ing the Heaven and the Earth by his 
* Power, and of his deſtroy ing the Earth by a gene- 
ral Flood ; whereby he intimates, that Men might 
have ſufficient Reaſon to believe theſe things irom 
the Faith of Hiſtory, and the Obſervation of the 
preſent Frame of Things; and it they did believe 


| 


| difficult to believe, though the time for it is not 
vet come. The Works of God are all of a-piece, 
| Tull of Wiſdom and Power; and it we ſcruple to 
believe what he promiſes he will do, it is hecauſe 
'we will nor believe what he has already done; 


would but attend unto it: They that know bis / 
Name will believe and truſt in him. The more 
| (we know of God and his Attributes, the more we 
| | ſhall be perfivaded of his Power, todo what he 
promiſes ; and of his Goodneſs, to give us ſuch « 
Promiſes to truſt to. This is the generat Aſſertion, 


{ theſe, the other which is to come would not be. 


though he has given ſufficient Proof of it, if we Q 
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to which I have hitherto ſpoken ; and might add ; 


much more to the ſame Purp: oe, if it were ne- 
| cefary „ but I {hall only now peak a Word or wo 
to, b 

. . The Re aſon of it, which the P/almif here 
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> Feek thee. This Reaſon indeed, ſuppoſes Men td 
be acquainted with God's former Dealings with 
Mankind; and to have had Experience of his 
Faithfulneſs, either towards themſelves or others, 
: . or elſe to be ſo fully poſleſt with the ſenſe of his 
>. infnite Goodneſs and Truth, as not to admit of any | 
[| © Sufpitions of its failing; and being ſpoken to that | 
People who believed a Divine Revelation, and were 

- acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Creation, and 
the Promiſes which God had made unto their Fa- 

* thers, and with his particular care of Abraham and 
and his 4 * they are an Inducement to them, 
even to a further Confidence in him. The Lord is 

© | + Known to ſuch, % the Fudgments which be execute \ 
eb, by the Puniſhments which he inflitts upon 
the Wicked, and the great Deliverances which 
bhe vouchſafes to the Godly. And to the ſame Pur- 
poſe is St. Pezer's Argument; For if God ſpared not 
be Angels which ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, 
aud delivered them into Chains of Darkneſs to be re. 
ſerved unto Judgment; and ſpared not the old |! 
' - World, but ſpared Noah the Eighth Perſon, a Preach- 
er Righreouſneſs, bringing the Flood = : 1 


upon the World of the Ungodly, and 5 = N 4, 
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rurnime the Cities of Sodom and Go. i 

* '  morrba into Aſhes, condemmed them with an Over- | | 

throw, making them an Fnſample unto thoſe that | | 

. | be - ! 

ll ould after libe Ungodly; and delivered 7ujt Lot, 

\ vexed with the filrby Converſation of the Wicked : | | 

* . 

| Then the Lord knoweth how to deliver the Godly out | 
| of Temptations and to reſerve the Unjufl unto the 
Day of Judgment to be puniſhed; that is, fince God 
48 has always, upon great Occaſions, made ſuch a re- 
3 remarkable diſtinction between the Righteous and | 

3 the Wicked, and ſhewn ſuch a particular Care over 


thoſe that truſted in hit ; he is ſtill able to do the 
Ie Ha hath been alutaus- mindtonl of his Cave. 
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Generations. Though good Men may for a time 
ſuffer and {all into Trouble; yet God is not un- 
mindful of thern, but will in due time deliver 
them: He forſaketh not bis that be Godly, nor 
ſuftereth the Righteous to fall for Ever. 
The former part of the Text, is a fort of Appeal 

to Mens Reaſon, who conſider the Nature and Power 

of God. This is an Appeal to their Experience, 
whether, upon trial, they have not always found 
him faithful; and whether his Dealings with Man- 
kind have not always been ſuch, as to anſwer thoſe 
Notions of Juſtice, Power and Goodneſs which we 
! conceive to be his Attributes, from What we ſee in 
the mighty Works of Creation and Providence: If 
| we conſult either the Hiſtory of his Providence to- 
| wards Mankind, or examine our own Experience of 
his Dealings with our ſelves, we ſhall find, that he 
bath never forſaken ſuch as have committed them- + >. 
E ſelves unto him in Well-doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator. The Hiſtory of the O Teſtament gives us 
ample Inſtruction in this Truth, That God for ſatetb 
not bis that be God!y, but they are preſerved for + 
ever. And the Apoſt/e tells us, That Ae. things . 
| were writien afore-time, were written for our In- 
*\ fruftion ;, that we, through patience and comfort of x 
| the Scriptures, might habe hope. | "BF 
So that upon the whole Matter, as the Power and 
' Wiſdom of God are manifeſt, by his Works of 
Creation and Providence, in the great Book of Na- 
ture; ſo his Truth and Goodneſs are clearly ſeen, in 
his Dealings with the Children of Men, ſet forth 
in the Books of Holy Scripture; and if we diligent- 2 
ly compare theſe together, ſeriouſly meditating both Pe 
upon the Word and Works of God, we ſhall find 
ſufficient reaſon both to belicve and truſt in Him. 
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1. That the Fear of God, or an awful ſenſe of 
Religion, a governing our ſelves by Faith and Truſt 
in God, is neither Folly nor 1 as ſome 
have endeavour d to make Men believe, but is in- 
- deed the higheſt Wiſdom and Prudence. For if, 
as I have ſhewn, the more we know of God, the 
eater opinion we ſhall have of his Wiſdom and 
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; Power, then it is certainly the wiſeſt courſe, to have | } 
1 Wiſdom and Power, if poſſible, engaged on our | | 
ade. | 
Lucretius, and other Atheiſtical Writers, admire |} 
Epicurus for his Wiſdom, in ſhutting Providence | 
our of the World, thereby to free Men from van 
Fear and Superſtition; but it had certainly been a a 
much wiſer and more effectual way to do this, if 
he had taught Men the Power and Wiſdom of Pro- 
 vidence: This had been a much greater Security * 3 
I againſt Fear, than to make all the Power of Pre- 
4 ferving the World, to be only a blind and fortuitous 
Concourſe of Atoms. $428 | ; | 
It is well obſerv'd by Tilly, * That no Man was 
ever ſo much troubled with Fear of Death, and the | | 
jy Deity, thoſe two things which he pretended were 
not to de feared, as this fame Epicur ur, who com- 
"4 lains, That the Minds of all mortal Men are terri- 
| bly frighted with thoſe Things, which other ordi- 
I nary Men ſeem not to be ſo much moved withal. | | 
And indeed, by thoſe terrible Complaints of the 
1 
1 


_ . 


Horrors of Superſtition, which Atheiſtical Men are 
conſtantly making, one may plainly conclude, that 
notwithſtanding all their boaſting, they live under 
- | 2 more laviſh and abject Fear than any other 
4 People. | | 
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* Nec quenquam vidi qui magis ea que timenda eſſe negaret 
timeret. mortem dico r Dens + Ouihus mediacres homires. nan 
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A Power without Wiſdom and Goodneſs, is in 
in truth. a moſt dreadful thing; but when it is ab- 


ways guided by Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, tis a pro- 


per Object of Hope, and Love, and Reverence, 


which are the happy Paſſions that fill the Minds of 


|| cording to that of Elphaz, in Job xxii. 21. Acquaint 
|  220w thy ſelf with bim, and be at peace, thereby God 


|  ducement to Believe and Truſt in Him; then the 


and to endeavour to raiſe our Minds to a Contem- 


Sadducees, becauſe 2 nom not the Scriptures, nei- 
tber the Power of G 
needs count themſelves wiſe, for having a mean 


Religious Men. And the more we know of God, 
the more will our Minds be filled with thein; ac- 


ſhall come unto thee. And therefore, 
2. If the Knowledge of God be ſo great an In- 


beſt way to confirm our Faith and Hope, is, to 
ſtudy his Nature, and meditate upon his Works, 


plation of his Providence, his Power and Wiſdom ; 
the belt way to ſecure us from Error, is to have 
great and noble thoughts of the Divine Being, and 
to ſtudy his Will, delivered to us in the Holy Scrip- 
ture. Ie do err, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour to the 


od, And yet ſome Men will ' 


opinion of both. Their mean opinion of Scripture, 
they are fooliſh enough to own, and their mean 
opinion of God's Power, they ſufficiently diſcover, 
by pretending to comprehend it. Not that they 
have ſtudied the orks of God, fo much by fat, as 
; thoſe that have greater thoughts of it: For every, \ 
advancement we make in this kind of Know- 
ledge, diſcovers to us more of our own Igno- 
'Tance, and more of the Wiſdom and Power of 
Providence, which we find to be beyond all Com- 
*prehenhon ; and brings us at laſt to this, which God 
deſigned tor the Top of Human Knowledge in this 
| World, Behold, the fear of the Lord, 


rg — 
* - \o "2 


ob XXv1itb 


„ — * wr 


3. And /aftly> If we 4 now the Name of 
(0d, will put their Truſt um, then this may 
teach us what prod ig us Folly it is, to Jeſt upon 
and ridicule Religion, and the Doctrines of it. It 
argues not only Ignorance of God and his Power, 
but of Mens own Intereſt and Safety. They that 
never ſtudied or confider'd the Nature of God, can- 
not pretend to demonſtrate that there is no ſuch 
Being; and yet they ought to be very ſure of this; 
which no Man can be, before they offer to ridicule 
it. The Matter is very ſerious, and concerns them 
above all things ; and theretore ought to be ſeriouſ- 
ly confider'd of; and the Nature of it cannot be al- 
ter d by a bold Jeſt. If there be a God that has 
given us Laws to walk by, he has certainly Power 
enough to puniſh the Tranſgreſſion of them; and 
c therefore Solomon juſtly calls them Fools that make 
a mock at Sin, i. e. ſuch as jeſt at all Diſtinction 
between Moral Good, and Evil, and think there 
is no Danger in making light of it; for this is in 
effect denying God's Power to puniſh, as well as to 
reward, and proceeds from a ſtupid Ignorance of his 
Nature. For they that Au / bis Name will not. 


tus boldly defie him, but put rheir Truſt in him. 
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